
  

Pastor’s Thoughts 
Liturgical Year 2023 - The Octave of Christmas & New Year’s Day 
 

Embarking Together on Paths of Peace 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ & Friends of St. John Vianney: 
 

Happy New Year! On the Octave of Christmas and New Year’s Day this 
weekend, we commemorate the 56th World Day of Peace. On this day, the 
Holy Father invites all people of good will to pray for peace and to rededicate 
themselves to the cause of peace throughout the coming year. “Embarking 
Together on Paths of Peace” is this year’s title and topic of Pope Francis’s 
World Day of Peace message.   
 

I encourage you to prayerfully read Pope Francis’s 2023 World Day of Peace 
Message, which you can find at: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace.index.html 
 

As I reflect on the past year and look ahead to the new year, my mind is focused on gratitude in 
giving thanks to God for the experiences of His grace over this past year that have shaped my life. 
I think about the things that challenged and troubled me and the things that uplifted and filled my 
heart with joy. There is one thing that my thoughts about the past year, and my hopes for the 
forthcoming year share in common and that is relationships. I think about how relationships with 
others have blessed and helped me to grow as a person, Christian, and priest. I thank God for those 
relationships. I thank God for each of you first and foremost…my parish family. I also thank the 
good Lord for my blood family, as well as for new friendships I’ve made and old friendships I’ve 
renewed. But at the heart of all of the people I think of and thank God for, I give thanks for Christ 
Jesus, his parents, God’s abiding presence and mercy, and the intercession of the saints and angels 
on my “A Team” and “B Team” lists whom I can count on! As you turn the page to a new year, I 
encourage you to prayerfully reflect on how you have changed and grown and how has your family 
or relationships with others shaped and blessed you. Remember that even the anxieties, fears, losses 
and troubles of our life are also blessings from the Lord. I believe they help us grow even more so 
than the positive and joyful occasions of life.   
 

As I conclude my last Pastor’s Thoughts letter for 2022, I am saddened to learn of the passing of 
our Holy Father Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI...baptized Josef Ratzinger. Please join me in 
praying for the repose of his soul: “In baptism Josef died with Christ, may he now share with the 
Lord, eternal glory.” – from the Order of Christian Funerals 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 
 
May God’s New Year’s peace, joy and love be with you. 

Fr. David    

Positivity, Relator, Futuristic, Developer, Empathy 

Personal Religious Faith Demands Engagement! 
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